Minutes of the Meeting of Godstone Parish Council held on Monday 7th July 2008 at the Forman Institute, Blindley Heath at 7.45pm.

Present:



Mr B Hubery

- Chairman

Mr R Bannister, Mr D Christmas, Mrs V Cluff, Mrs E Jackson, Mr I Tawse and Mr T Tomlinson.
In attendance:
Mr C Anderson
- Clerk to the Parish Council


Mr Christmas left the meeting after discussion of item 7.2.2.
1.
Apologies and reason for absence. 

Agreed for: Mr J Quincey and Mr J Younger
2.
Declaration of interest by members on any of the agenda items below. 

Mr Hubery declared an interest in item 7.2.5.

3.
Minutes of the meeting held on 2nd June 2008 were agreed and signed as a true record.

4.
Matters Arising




There were none
5.
Reports

5.1.
Action taken – the following was ratified:

1. Godstone Village School Fete.  Permission had been granted to display signs on the Green 
as last year prior to the Fete which was held on 5th July.


2. Office Computer


The virus software was renewed at a cost of £37.63. Mr Hubery paid by card which would be 
reimbursed.
5.2.
Clerk’s report

1. Area of Great Landscape Value (AGLV) Designation

The Surrey Hills Board is seeking to establish whether there is support from Parish 
Councils for a formal review of the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) boundary to 
incorporate the AGLV land in order to secure its protection in the longer term.  Map held by 
Clerk. The council supported the principle of reviewing the AONB boundary to incorporate 
the AGLV land.
2. Surrey Crimestoppers.

An application had been received for a grant; we gave them £40.00 last year. A grant of 
£50.00 was agreed. 
(Made under Local Government and Rating Act 1997 S.31)

3. East Surrey Alzheimer’s Society.  Permission was given for the use of Godstone Green as a 
starting point of this year’s branch memory 
walk on Sunday 28th September starting at 
11:30am.
4. Filming on Godstone Green

A request has been received from ITV productions for permission to film on Godstone Green 
on Wednesday 16th July. It was the intention to construct a village fete along the lines of the 
August Bank Holiday Fete & Donkey Derby, and the permission of the Parish Council to use 
the green was agreed, provided it could be accommodated without disruption in the area. The 
School and cricket club to be informed.
5. For Information.

a. The South East Regional Sustainability Framework. A copy of the framework is held by the 
Clerk.

5.3
Chairman’s Report – (for noting) information only


Mr Hubery reported that a meeting had been held with Anne Bott from SCAPTC and the 
interviews for the Assistant to the Clerk would be held on Thursday 10th July at The Bounty. 

Mr Hubery had visited Blindley Heath common on Monday 30th June and shown the arbitrator 
the area, together with the solicitors from the other party. He had attended the hearing on 1st to 
3rd July and also accompanied our two witnesses, Mrs Rogers and Mrs Bates. A special 
meeting of available members was called on Wednesday 2nd July to update progress and to 
instruct Counsel; reported separately under “Part 2”.

Mr Hubery also attended a meeting at Blindley Heath on 4th July with Natural England who 
are conducting the periodic SSSI condition assessment.
5.4.
Reports (for noting) from representatives on outside bodies etc.

Mr Tomlinson reported that he had attended an EGM of Godstone United Charities.

Mrs Cluff had attended a meeting of the Playground Committee who has decided to call 
themselves “Godstone at Play”. They are considering how to structure the group and the 
benefits to them of registering as a charity.
6
Planning
6.1
Planning meeting held on 16th June 2008. The minutes had already circulated and were noted.
6.2 
District Council Planning Decisions – the following were noted.

TA/2006/1788/D1 – Kings Farm, Tilburstow Hill Road, South Godstone.  No objection to the 
to the details of a program of archaeological work in accordance with condition 34 and detail 
of a fencing location alongside Birchen Coppice in accordance with condition 35 of planning 
permission Ref: TA/2006/1788 dated 14th May 2007 (County Determination)(Amendments 
received 25th April 2008)


TA/2008/221 – 2 Elm Cottages, Godstone Hill, Godstone.  Permission was refused for the 
conversion of dwelling into 2 x 1 bed flats and erection of single storey extension to front 
elevation.


TA/2008/270 – 4 Hunters Chase, South Godstone.  Consent has been given for the erection of 
part 2-storey part single storey side extension and front porch.


TA/2008/291 – Threeways, Byers Lane, South Godstone.  Consent has been given for the 
retention of summer house to front garden.


TA/2008/345 – Pucks Cottage, Godstone Green, Godstone.  Consent had been given for the 
demolition of utility room and loggia.  Removal of fire place and chimney stack and replace 
timber boarding to gable end with plain tile hanging.  Erection of single storey side extension.  
(Application for Planning Permission and Listed Building consent)


TA/2008/362 – Kings Farm, Tilburstow Hill Road, South Godstone. Consent has been given 
for the erection of a cattle barn.


TA/2008/407 – 1 Elm Cottages, Godstone Hill, Godstone.  Consent has been given for the  
erection of single storey extension to front elevation.


TA/2008/413 – Woodham Nursery, Eastbourne Road, South Godstone. The application for the 
retention of works to reinstate collapsed embankment of watercourse has been withdrawn.


TA/2008/414 – 25 Lagham Road, South Godstone. The application for the demolition of 
conservatory and erection of two storey rear extension has been withdrawn.

TA/2008/421 – Smokey Hollow, Eastbourne Road, Godstone. A certificate of prop. use has 
been granted for the erection of detached outbuilding. (Certificate of lawfulness for a proposed 
development)


TA/07/1710 – Land at North Park Farm Quarry, North Park Lane, Godstone.  Permission has 
been refused for the construction of a dry silo mortar plant within the plant and quarry area of 
North Park Farm Quarry, with internal access, car parking, Mess Room, Feed Hopper, Fuel 
Store, External Silo Storage, Use of Existing Private Access Route to the Public Highway and 
Associated Facilities. (County Determination)


TA/2008/186 – 24 High Street, Godstone.  Consent was granted for the use of first floor for 
dental and ancillary purposes associated with permitted use of ground floor as a dental surgery 
(Certificate of Lawfulness for an existing use)


TA/2008/440 – 22 Dumville Drive, Godstone.  Permission was refused for the alteration and 
extensions to existing house including loft conversion.


TA/2008/441 – 26 Hunters Chase, South Godstone.  Consent has been given for the 
demolition of garage and porch.  Erection of 2 storey side extension, single storey rear 
extension and porch to front elevation.


TA/2008/486 – 27 High Street, Godstone.  The application for the demolition of workshops 
and offices.  Erection of part single storey part two storey warehouse and office building with 
retention of existing cellar (Application of planning permission and conservation area consent) 
has been withdrawn.


TA/2008/515 – Links Farm, Tilburstow Hill Road, South Godstone.  Permission has been 
refused for the conversion of barn to provide 1-bed annex ancillary to the dwelling.


TA/2008/518 – Links Farm, Tilburstow Hill Road, South Godstone. Permission has been 
refused for the demolition of outbuilding.  Erection of garage block with storage.


TA/2008/538 – 7 Ockleys Mead, Godstone.  Consent was given for the erection of single 
storey rear extension, 2-storey side extension and dormer window to rear roof slope.


TA/2008/553 – Dene Cottage, Danemore Lane, South Godstone.  Consent has been given for 
the demolition of conservatory and single rear projection.  Erection part 2-storey, part single 
storey rear extension.


TA/2008/0561 – Land at Brickhouse Farm, Brickhouse Lane, South Godstone.  Permission 
was refused for the creation of concrete hard-standing (approx 2000m2) and use of area for the 
temporary storage of waste vehicles for export overseas. (County Determination)


TA/06/1788/D1 – Land at Kings Farm, Tilburstow Hill Road, South Godstone.  Consent has 
been given to the details of a programme of archaeological work in accordance with Condition 
34 and details of a fencing location alongside Birchen Coppice in accordance with Condition 
35 of planning permission ref: TA/06/1788 dated 14th May 2007.

6.3.
Current Planning Lists and Applications – the following applications were discussed and the 
comments agreed as follows:

TA/2008/823 - 29 Dewlands, Godstone. Removal of conditions 2 and 3 of planning permission 
TA/92/P/137


TA/2008/839 - Falconers,Tandridge Lane,Lingfield. Demolition of fire damaged dwelling. 
Erection of 4 bed house


TA/2008/720 – 24 Court Road, Godstone.  Demolition of existing garage and conservatory 
erection of single storey front, side and rear extensions


TA/2008/814 - Century Cottage, Byers Lane, South Godstone.  Conversion of garage to 
annexe accommodation


No comments or objections would be made in respect of the above four applications.

TA/2007/0628/SK – North Park Farm Quarry, North Park Farm Lane, Godstone.  The 
retention of a silica sand processing plant, and stockpiling and storage areas, sand/soil/organics 
blending area; water treatment and holding lagoons; office and staff welfare facilities; haul 
route and site access road and water and tailings pipelines with associated landscaping and 
woodland planting. Amendment to the above application. Opportunity to make any further 
observations.


No additional comments would be made.

TA/2008/838 - 25 Lagham Road, South Godstone. Demolition of conservatory. Erection of 2 
storey rear extension


Concerned about the increase in the size of the footprint of the building.

TA/2008/866 – Godstone Railway Station, Eastbourne Road, South Godstone  Erection of 2-
storey building with habitable accommodation in the roofspace, comprising of 8 x 2-bed flats, 
4 x 1-bed flats with associated parking, cycle stores and bin/recycle stores .


Object: Lack of car parking, Overcrowded development; sightlines obscured to A22; 
overlooking other properties.

TA/2008/898 - 73 Tylers Close, Godstone. Erection of rear conservatory.


TA/2008/905/TCA – Pucks Cottage, Godstone Green, Godstone. Fell 1 Willow Tree and 1 Fir 
Tree.


TA/2008/846 - Rushmere, Carlton Road, South Godstone. Demolition of front dormer. 
Erection of two dormer windows to rear roofslope and insertion of one rooflight to side 
roofslope and one rooflight to rear roofslope


No comments or objections would be made in respect of the above three applications

TA/2008/847 - Tilburstow Hill Farm, Tilburstow Hill Road, South Godstone. Conversion of 
barn to 2-bed dwelling with formation of 2 parking spaces and associated landscaping.


Comment: Suggest look at green issues in the building of the barn.


6. 4
To consider other ongoing Planning Matters; to note appeals. The following were noted:

TA/2008/11 – Timbers Combe, Carlton Road, South Godstone. An appeal has been made to 
the Secretary of State.  Any further comments must be received by 7th August 2008.


TA/2008/440 – 22 Dumville Drive, Godstone.  An appeal has been made to the Secretary of 
State.  Any further comments must be received by 11th August 2008.

7
Finance

7.1.
Accounts for payment. The following accounts were agreed for payment:

	Biggin Hill News Ltd
	Display advertisement in County Border News for New Assistant to the Clerk
	
	235.00

	Surrey County Council
	Certified copy of map of part of Godstone Green
	
	10.00

	The Consortium
	Stationery
	
	23.27

	Fairalls (BM) Ltd
	Materials for repairs to:

Godstone Green

Playground
	37.83

18.33
	56.16

	Surrey Hills Society
	Annual Membership Fee (£15) + Founder member donation
	
	40.00

	Apogee Corporation
	Photocopier – Meter charge to 21/06/08
	
	20.20

	SITA UK LTD
	Waste Collection Burial Grounds – June 2008
	
	54.01

	Hedleys Solicitors
	Counsel’s additional fees
	
	146.88

	SLCC Enterprises Ltd
	Cemetery Management Course – 15th July
	
	217.38

	Wealden Services Ltd
	Grounds Maintenance for May
Godstone Green

Burial Grounds
Blindley Heath
	628.15

306.15

298.22
	1232.52

	Neptune Outdoor Furniture Ltd
	Supply Beauford Seat with plaque and install at Godstone Green – (donated)
	
	703.82

	Petty Cash
	Balance to £60.00.  Postage - £27.00; Refreshments & birthday cards - £22.49; Consumables - £3.91
	
	53.40

	B Hubery
	Renewal of Computer Virus software for office computer.
	
	37.63

	Garry Dicks
	General Maintenance – June 2008

Allotments

Burial Grounds

Godstone Green
Hilly Fields

Bounty – Notice Board etc

Top Soil for Godstone Green
	45.00

135.00

270.00

135.00

30.00

10.00
	625.00

	CJ Anderson
	Net Salary – June
	
	1183.57

	Mrs L Spence
	Net Salary – June
	
	25.36

	G Coleman
	Litter clearance – Blindley Heath – June
	
	63.53

	Surrey County Council
	Local Government Pension Scheme contributions – June
	
	251.24

	HM Revenue & Customs
	Tax & National Insurance – quarter to 5th July 2008

Credit for online filing of 2007/8 Employer’s Return
	1504.87

-100.00
	1404.87

	B Hubery
	Travel expenses for attending the Land Registry Tribuneral, together with the two witnesses
	
	98.50

	TOTAL
	
	
	6482.34


The cheque had already been sent to Biggin Hill News for the advert and also the £10 for SCC – see 8.1.3 below.

Payments by Direct Debit:

EDF Energy – Electricity to 16th May 2008. £316.09 - 30th May 2008.

Siemens Financial Services – Photocopier Lease - £174.78 - 7th July 2008 – Final Payment.

7.2.
Any other financial matters

1. Summary Financial Report to 31st May 2008. A copy has been circulated to members. The 
summary was signed and dated by the Chair; there were no questions. A copy of the 
accounting records for May, incorporating the bank reconciliations and May bank statements 
were available at the meeting for examination.

2. Annual Return for the year ended 31st March 2008

A copy of the completed pages had been circulated with the agenda.

a. Section 1 - The Statement of accounts.  

The statement was agreed and approved and then signed by the Chairman and Clerk.


b. Section 2 – Annual governance statement.

The statement was agreed and approved (Mr Christmas abstained) and then signed by the 
Chairman and Clerk

3. External Audit


It was noted that the audit date is 1st August 2008.  The notice had been displayed as required.

4. Purchase or Lease New Photocopier


The current lease for the photocopier expires on 6th October 2008 and a number of proposals 
were considered.  Following discussion it was agreed to purchase from SOS Systems Limited, 
Crawley, the Canon IR2020 system at a cost of £1150.00 with a servicing charge of 0.8p per 
copy. It was agreed this machine represented good value to purchase. Although recently 
discontinued, it is approximately 8 months old and has a meter reading of approximately 
22,000.

5. Chairman’s Allowance 2008/9


The Chairman’s Allowance was set at £100.00 by the Finance Committee in December 2007 
for 2008/9 but since then, the Chairman has been obliged to attend the Land Registry 
tribuneral, held on 1st, 2nd and 3rd July in London. (Mr Hubery had declared an interest in this 
item and took no part in the discussion.).  Following discussion it was agreed that the 
allowance for the current year be increased to £250.00 (i.e. back to the amount allowed some 
years ago) and the allowances for Chair and Vice Chair should be reviewed at the December 
Finance Meeting.

6. Quarry Observation Group


The Group has requested the Council make a contribution of £500.00 towards the legal costs 
(some £2,000)
of opposing the Tarmac application for a Dry Silo Mortar Plant in Godstone. 
There remained in the budget a £250.00 provision for “Sundry Donations” and it was agreed 
this be offered.  In addition we would review the financial situation just prior to the year end 
when the Finance Committee could authorise a further £250.00 if funds permit. (The donation 
would be made under S137 LGA1972). 
8
Greens, Commons and Land

8.1
Godstone Green 

1.Godstone Green Management Committee.

The minutes of the meeting held on 16th June had been circulated and were noted.

2. Trees


It has been suggested that some work is required to the trees.  As all the trees will be inspected 
later in the year, it was agreed that the immediate work be restricted to the tree to be fitted with 
the Christmas lights. An estimate will be requested from our contractor and permission sought 
from the District Council.


3. Access to Land at Windmill Lane.  

Our solicitors recommended obtaining a copy of a plan of the common so the exact position of 
the boundary could be determined. A cheque for £10 was sent to Surrey County Council.  A 
copy of the plan was available at the meeting where it could be seen that the proposal for the 
re-alignment of the verge to the west side of Windmill Lane would reinstate the boundary to 
its original position to that shown on the plan. It was agreed to go ahead with the proposals but 
Mr Hubery would first arrange a meeting with residents to explain what was going to be done 
and the new line would be clearly marked.
8.2
Blindley Heath


1. Right of Way

It was noted that Counsel’s fees for the hearing are expected to be £12,750.00.
9
Burial Grounds

9.1
Applications for consent to erect Memorials which appear to be in accordance with the 
regulations were agreed for:

488
Norman Lilley

10.
Children’s Playground


See 5.4.
11.
Date of September Meeting


It was agreed that the date of the September meeting be moved from 1st to 8th. The 
WHB’s Lindley Room is available.
12.
Assistant to the Clerk


It was noted that interviews would be held on Thursday 10th July.  The draft contract of 
employment was approved. The start date was agreed as 1st September, but subject to the 
circumstances of the person appointed.

13.
South Godstone Residents’ Association.


It was agreed that the Parish Council make a presentation to the SGRA similar to that given by 
the GVA earlier in the year.
The presentation will need to be updated and ready for 23rd July.
14.
Consultation


1.Review of Sub-Regional Allocation of Primary Land Won Aggregates in the South East.


Consultation Document held by Clerk.  A copy of Response Form and Questionnaire has been 
circulated.  No comments would be made.
15
Correspondence received – the following were noted:
15.1
Surrey County Council


Agenda and Reports for the meeting of The County Council to be held on 17th June.


Agenda for the Tandridge Local Committee Meeting on 20th June.

15.2
Tandridge District Council


Agenda’s and reports for:

Local Development Framework Steering Group – 2nd June.


Planning & Environment Committee – 12th June


Housing Committee – 19th June.


Special Resources Committee – 25th June 


Development Control Committee – 26th June.


Standards Committee – 30th June.


Community Services Committee – 3rd July.



Minutes of the meeting of the Standards Committee on 22nd May 2008.


List of Delegated Action Taken – List No 2 - 19th June.


News Releases:


3rd June
GV0106
Council Car Parks awarded Park Mark Status again




GV0206
Secure Your Bike


4th June
GV0306
Japanese Business Representatives Visit Surrey.


9th June
GV0406
Fined for Dumping Household Waste


16th June
GV0506
Tandridge Home Choice Launched


24th June
GV0606
Smallfield Resident Found Guilty of Benefit Fraud


30th June
GV0706
Working for You – Performance and Improvement Plan

15.3
FCPRE – Fieldwork June 2008.

15.4
Open Space – Summer 2008 Vol 29 No.2; Annual Report and Accounts 2007.

15.5
Local Works – Leaflet

15.6
East Surrey Walking for Health Scheme – Newsletter - Stepping Out

15.7
Surrey Matters – Summer 2008.

15.8
Countryside Voice – Summer 2008.

Part 2. There was none
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.45pm on Monday 4th August 2008 in the Parish Rooms, South Godstone
The meeting closed at 10.05pm.
Chairman  .…………………………………………………………       Date  ……………….….  2008
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